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This last year has been exciting, fast-paced, and eventful. Tons of positive
news. Growth. Successful recruitments. Stronger Marketing efforts. We couldn’t
be prouder of what we have accomplished nor more excited about the future.
We have great partnerships, seamless relationships, and a great team. Our
assets are strong. We believe the JCDA to be a strong, viable force in
economic development in the region for many years to come.
As we grow and inevitably change. Our goal is to steer that change in a
manner that advances our core mission, to attract new investments, and to

the creation of new jobs and real careers for our community who wish to
Nest Virginia.
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Economic Development
Announced 2023-2024

Project Name

Berkshire Hathaway Energy
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Economic Development Activity — Jackson County

Investment

Job
Creation

Scope of Work/Details
Under Construction: In 2023, Berkshire Hathaway Energy (BHE
Renewables) began construction on a 2,000-acre renewable energy

Solar Plant microgrid-powered industrial site; Annual salary $70.000 to
Ravenswood $500 million* 10-15 $90,000; ECD 2025
Planned: Will be the first company to locate at the BHE
Precision Castparts Corporation Renewables site; Constructing a state-of-the-art titanium melt
Ravenswood $500 million* 200 facility
Planned: Will construct a facility that manufactures titanium
Titanium Metals Corporation, 1,000 products for the acrospace industry and other industries at the BHE
Incorporated (300 jobs in | Renewables site; Initially 300 jobs and up to 1,000 jobs once fully
Ravenswood $500 million* | initial phase) | operational. Most wages will be $60,000 and higher.
Planned: In 2022, announced plans to lease a 40,000 square-foot
utility-scale battery storage system at the BHE Renewables site:
Expected to attract additional carbon-free manufacturing
companies to build in the area which may lead to additional jobs
Our Next Energy and investments: Hiring to begin in 2024; ECD 2025; Most wages
Ravenswood $22 million 105 will be $60.000 and higher.
Thunder Mountain
Environmental Services Planned: Permits issued fall 2023; Waste-to-energy facility that
Millwood N/A N/A will accept certain medical waste, shred it, and convert it to energy
Star Plastics Completed: Installed upgraded equipment in 2022 that improves
Ravenswood $5 million N/A production rates and triples capacity for future long-term growth
Constellium
Ravenswood $9.5 million N/A Completed: Facility updates completed in late 2021

*Total investment for three companies
ECD — Estimated Completion Date
N/A — Not Available
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Infrastructure Projects — Jackson County
Investment Status Scope of Work/Details
Under
City of Ripley Utility Board $23 million | Construction | Improve sewer system: Project includes new connecting lines
In 2023, received funding for expansion of broadband services
Frontier Broadband $31 million Planned near Ripley and Ravenswood
City of Ravenswood $5 million Planned New site development in need of water lines: Currently out for bid
Network upgrade to launch faster internet service and phone
Optimum N/A C leted | service in Jackson, Kanawha and Lincoln counties
West Virginia Appalachian
Power $60 million Completed | Rebuilt approximately 30 miles of transmission line and upgrades
Funding for expansion of broadband services to 5.895 addresses:
Altice USA $10 milli N/A Addresses are also located in Kanawha County
Installation of new fiber network that will provide gigabit-speed
internet service to approximately 5,000 targeted households; To
begin construction early 2024; ECD 2026: This project will affect
Citynet $23 million Planned Clay. Jackson and Roane counties
City of Ripley Under
Wastewater Project $30 million | Construction | Wastewater project
Phase IV Viking Lane
Stormwater upgrades $1.5 million Planned Stormwater project
Design &
Klondyke Road and First Funding
Avenue/Charleston Drive area $3 million Stage Sewerlines upgrade and stormwater project
Under
Construction
Ravenswood Infrastructure $90 million & Planned | Various sewage infrastructure projects
Southern Jackson County PSD
e Sewer Plant Upgrade e S18 million e UC * Upgrade to expand treatment capacity
e  Water Line Extension * $4.5 million | ® UC ® 10-mile extension in four areas
e  Water Line Extension ® $2.1 million | & Planned o New water line; in funding stage
e Future Water Line Extension | ¢ $2.8 million |  Planned ® Three-branch extension; in planning stages

*Total investment for three companies
ECD - Estimated Completion Date
UC — Under Construction

N/A — Not Available

Construction of the Mountaineer Xpress

Pipeline in 2021 and 2022 brought hundreds of workers to the county which increased
economic activity in the area. Additionally, there have been several extraordinary
economic announcements for the county, of which some projects have already broken
ground. Economic development activity totaling approximately $537 million has
either been recently completed, is currently under construction, or is planned to
commence in the near future. The largest of these announcements is the Berkshire
Hathaway Energy Renewables industrial site in Ravenswood (total valuation of $500
million), which includes a solar power plant project, a titanium melt facility, and a
titanium product manufacturing plant. The projects in the preceding tables are
expected to create an extraordinary number of new jobs in the area. In addition,
infrastructure projects totaling about $304 million are either under construction, have

recently been completed or are planned within the county.
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$23 million dollar/9 county investment

* Dark Fiber Opportunities
* Frontier received $5,710,010 in Major Broadband Project

Strategies funds for expansion of broadband connectivity to 1,967
targeted addresses in the greater Rll()}ley area, including locations in
the communities of Kenna, Given, Gandeeville, Gay, Evans, and
Kentuck. The project will approximately 249 miles of fiber.

Frontier also received $7,672,782 in MBPS funds for the
expansion of broadband connectivity to 4,165 targeted addresses
in the greater Ravenswood area of Jackson County. This project
will serve locations in the communities of Ravenswood,
Cottageville, Sandyville, Evans, Ripley, Millwood, Mount Alto,
Peewee, Somerville Fork, Le Roy, Amigo, Elizabeth, and Lindale.
The project will include the insta iajuon of aggrommate;ly 381
miles of fiber infrastructure to provide broadband service in the
project area. Over 6,000 addresses will be served with these funds.
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New Jo

Website Update

Work with Advantage Valley, WVELC

Attended conferences, trade shows, supply chain expos, and most

recently the Nucor See and Seek.
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BULDING

118 PARKING SPACES

NEW CONSTRUCTION
INDUSTRIAL
BUILDING

ACCESS ROAD

& | \ ‘
%*do R ECANLF;? R PJGIO!:I

)
\\ MEGHAN PARSONS
304-372-1151

Large truck access

New Industrial Access Road

Near Ohio river and rail served by CSX
WV RT 2 access, 6 miles from I-77
3-phase power line provide electricity to
the park, and a 4" line supplies natural
gas. PUBLIC water is pumped to the
center through a 10” line. Fiber optic
TELEPHONE cables and digital switching
are available for all of your
communication needs.

We enjoy Foreign Trade Zone Status and
this property is part of an Opportunity
Zone. Describe your needs and we’ll talk
about a custom-built facility. A Smart
Location — Jackson County Maritime &
Industrial Centre is within one day’s drive
of 60% of the U.S. population. Located
on the Ohio River, it gives easy access to
the East and Midwest. It is centrally
located among three of West Virginia’s
largest cities: Charleston, Huntington,
and Parkersburg.
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PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT

; \ u = : 304-372-TI51
Jackson Crossings - goerty Spotlight 7
o Approximately 1 mile from \cademy SiEEIs ALY www.jcda.org
Ravenswood’s Business - —— ! S
District Meghan Parsons
¢ 13 miles from Ripley 304-372-1151 . B
« 9 milestfrom Bomaray, Bl BT, B EE A This vacant ial/residential develg

of 247 +/- rime land for many

e KS of WV (auto parts
water, elec

manufacturer) is on the
adjacent property
¢ Miles from the largest
employer is Constellium
Aluminum & upcoming
TIMET

0il, gas, and mineral rights included in the sale.
Excellent potential for a hotel, restaurants, and retail.
Public sewer system at the Southern Jackson County
Public Service District and was recently upgraded. Cable|
and internet available.
L

Jackson County
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72 Acres of Commercial Property, part of this

Parcels of Land:
Parcel A1:7.96 AC

Parcel A2: 18.49 AC
Parcel A3: 61.01 AC
Parcel B1: 9.10 AC
l
l

property is out of city limits, multi use property

adjacent to Wal-Mart Super Center, property is split

Parcel B2: 7.68 AC into 3 parcels all totally 72 acres, there are a list of

Parcel C1:44.00 AC

restrictions dirt work etc for the 2 smaller parcels.

304-372-1151 For more information




Southern Economic
Development Council

& SEDC

CONNECT - DEVELOP - GROW

DVANTAGE
ALLEY

West Virginia’s Charleston - Huntington Metro Region

G’Q ALLIANIlIE(IZRE zONE

XIMITY

AEP Stakeholder Roll Out

FASTER WYV conference

AV Expanding Markets

Polymer Alliance Zone Annual Meeting
Wood County Annual Joint Meeting
2024 Issues and Eggs

NPE 2024

JACKSON COUNTY
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JCDA DONATIONS

10,000 to the new addition of the WVU-JGH Hospital
500 to the Jackson County Community Foundation

o the Ripley Main Street Alpine Movie Sponsorship
thers Keepers

n County Hunting Heroes

t Beautification Flower Basket Sponsorship

1";' EMERALD GALA 1"' |
Y

R

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE
OR CONTACT DENISE TOLER
304-532-7259

Cf\ Jackson County
I\ Development Authority



Industrial Supply Chain
R e EXPO
. Discussions with Goodwill for additional stores
. Assisted the Rashid’s with a truck-stop feasibility study
. Many projects with Advantage Valley & Polymer Alliance Zone
. Worked with many consultants and completed RFl’s.
. Assisted BHE with additional land acquisition & water/sewer extensions
. Working with Armstrong on possible expansions
. Assisted the MOVRC with community development projects
. Assisted Greens Equipment on a location in Jackson County
. Assisted the Butcher Block in opening
0. Assisted White Tail Lodging on tourism issues
11. Presented to Ripley Rotary on the housing analysis findings
12. Attended the 2024 Construction Expo
13. Interviewed engineers for housing project and shell building project
12. Attended two supply chain expos
13. Attended the WVU JGH Ribbon Cutting
14. Attended the AEP Aerospace and Aviation report
15. Attended Mountaineer Log Homes Ribbon Cutting
16. Networked at the Al-Rec Annual Cookout
sisted several area employers with learn and earn or training programs and dollars

[ Sept. 26 e

Hurricane

R OWoO~NOOTULIE WN -

PRESENTED BY

©) WEST AN\DVANTAGE
VIRGINIA NAALLEY

NEED MARKETING COLLATERAL?

e

We will help develop one high-quality COLOR FLYER

. and one tabletop foam core LOGO SIGN for your business, for FREE.
. . o of s
e - . ou abou r compan,
at wil 0 si con! ifications, etc.
* Wewi apre

ontact marjorie@advantagevalley.com to get started.

h
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CERTIFICATE

\ .CONTINUED EFFORTS eghan Parsons

IN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT FUNDAMENTALS

) ¢, - |
Viris Yone 52t N\t~ —
Sheree Anne Kelly Nathan Ohle
President & CEO President & CEO

Marketing Jackson County & available sites for industrial, commercial and residential development.

Maintaining land database

Website, social media & media updates

Business Retention & Expansion Visits (40+ visits this year)
Trade shows/Conferences

Workforce Development
= ‘
v
JACKSON COUNTY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
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of Commerce

®* Attend a minimum of 2 international trade

shows per year in conjunction with WV
Department of Commerce

rticipate in a Site Consultant events
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ess retention

s in Jackson

' oﬁ_hiy follow-up emails to BRE

folks

®* Weekly meetings with BHE & TIMET

\
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START
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e el Several new start-ups

-~

|dentified Developed new logos
and marketing

opportunities

materials and website
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m
workforce ti
advanced manu

Specifically, the re-env

will be a hub for technical ski
equipping our workforce with the skills
industries?.

2velopment

ely partners with
ole, customized training
upport businesses and facilitate
skills.

he Governors Guaranteed Workforce
orkforce Investment (WIA)—encourage growth,
ew enterprises to West Virginia, and ensure that businesses
find skilled workers to compete and succeed in today’s dynamic
business landscape.




Jackson County Certified
Ambassador Program

Jackson County
\\_ ~ Development Authgnty

. T Jackson County
ONLY 20 spots are - \ 7 Development Authority
open! Call to register P

Jackson Count
today! 304-372-1151 Development Auth:ritv
. CERTIFIED JACKSON COUNTY
R A 38 AMBASSADOR
provided.

THINGS THE AMBASSADORS WILL LEARN

+ TRANSPORTATION HUBS-THE JC AIRPORT, BOAT RAMPS /LAUNCHES
+ ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, ATTRACTIONS
- GOVERNMENT-CITY & COUNTY
+ CONFERENCE HOTELS, CENTERS & MEETING PLACES
+ LOCAL MOM & POP SHOPS AND DOWNTOWN
. . + SCHOOLS AND HIGHER EDUCATION
h s Yo | ‘d - MEDICAL FACILITIES & CLINICS
X + LODGING & HOTELS
“ Wy + REAL ESTATE AND INVESTMENT FIRMS
: p . COMMUNITY & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Lad -, XV « PLACES TO DINE

+ TOURISM PROMOTERS (CHAMBERS, CVB, AND EDA'S)
Masemum boan $2 milion and e pan $50,000
he JCOAtoday @ 304-372-1151 for more informa APRIL 22, 2024
) NOON - 1:15
167 SENECA DRIVE
RIPLEY, WV 25271

, Rent a conference
e (| B 4 spdace tOday|

<&/ \/J Our space is designed to meet your needs. Perfect for meetings, presentations, and workshops.
@3’0‘: Jackson County

i bunent Autincity 304-372-1151

c : RSP D) N R 167 Seneca Drive
., ! meghan parsentoicda.

OFFICE SPACE inere oo sl nd g

e doyc Ripley, WV 25271
FOR LEASE e
304-372-1151

~ mﬂ-mda.org




Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
West Virginia

What does this program do?

The U.S. Department of Agricutiure (USDA) Rural Energy for
‘Amenca Program (REAF) ofors cimate-cmart solutons that
provide rural smal businesses and sgricultural producers in West
Virginia the opportuntty o reduce their energy consumption and

bolster their bottom ine. which allows them to reinvest in growing
their business and create jobs.

Who can apply?

+ Agricultural producers with at least 50 percent of their gross
Income coming trom agricultural operations.

- Small businesses in eiigble rural areas. ses rtsrs e
Futiness e D Dae; heiong ¥ 2eve £75,33 per e

What is an eligible area? How can funds be used?

- Businesses must be located in rural areas with populations of Funds can bo used for renowable energy
50,000 or fewes. systems and 1o buy. buid, and install
energy efficiency improvements. Some
examples inchude:
Benewabie Energy
- Small and large solar generation,

REAP In Action o

= Smal and large wind generation.

. - Geothermal for electric genaration
“a= Renewable Energy ¥ Energy Efficiency or direct use,

o Energy Efficiency

i - Lighting,
g « HVAC systems,
- inulation

+ Doors and windows,

« Agricutural producers can be located in rural or nonrUrAl areas:

Mountaineer Behavioral Heatth L N R =

used a REAP grant fo purchase 2 REAP grant to purchaze

and install a 288-4W olar array at and install LED lighting at its S

25 recovery center n Martinsburg, business in Wheeing. West Agricutursl producers can also use
Virginia. This project helped the guarantesd loan funds to install energy
buziness cut energy costs and eficent equipment and systems for

and save 331,778 per year save 32.978 p agneuttural production or proseszng

CDA USDA REAP LUNCHEO

Nr
Jackson County
Development Authority

COFFEE,COOKIES,AND
CONVERSATION MEETING!
WHO: Jackson County Development Authority
WHAT: Coffee, Cookies & Conversation
WHEN: May 7 8:30-9:30 AM
WHERE: 167 Seneca Drive, Ripley
WHY: Come learn who we are and what we do!
(Spots are limited to 20)

Who should attend: Entrepreneurs, business owners both
large and small, owners of commercial property they would
like to sell or lease, city & county officials, financing
institutions, real estate agents, owners of developable
residential real estate, educational/vocational, start-up
businesses, or anyone who wants to learn about us.

To register and for information call 3




Jackson County Statis
The number of businesses ir

tics for the last 12 months
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City Distribution of New Businesses

Jackson County

GIVEN (2)
LEROY (2)
MILLWOOD (3)
GAY (4)

COTTAGEVILLE (4)
EVANS (7)
SANDYVILLE (7)

KENNA (9)

RAVENSWOOD (19)

RIPLEY (39)

N

B New Businesses

Purpose Distribution of New Businesses
Jackson County

Not Specified (41)
Miscellaneous Durable... (1)
Commercial and Industr... (1)
Drinking Places (Alcoh... (1)
Automotive Parts, Acce... (1)
Lessors of Real Estate... (3)
Furniture Stores (1)

Activities Related to... (1)

Crude Oil and Natural... (1)

Office Supplies, Stati... (2)
Other Personal Service... (13)
Independent Artists, W... (3)
Other Professional/Sci... (3)
Nonresidential Buildin... (2)
Residential Building C... (2)
Elementary and Seconda... (2)
Cattle Ranching and Fa... (2)

Services to Buildings... (4)
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M. Jarvis + President

Andrew B. Kniceley * Publisher

John G. Miller + Executive Edor

Well, folks, we have made
it to yet another month to-

gether.

We have had 50 much go-
ing on here at the JCDA
Staff recently attended the
Southern Economic De-

“aneil’s 2024
ence where
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THE BUSINESS OF JACKSON COUNTY

sponded to our proposal re-
quests. We see the need for
a building (product) many
times a week, and mlh seve
cral interested s, we
mn) build another am af-

tention: Shell buildings
fusel job ercation and re-
tention. When a business
considers relocating ar ex-

inding. having a ready-to-
use shell building signifi-
cantly reduces the time it
takes to set up a

* Risk mitigation: By
partnering with the private
sector to create shell build-
inga, local governmonts
Iessen some of the risk for
developers Wnlhwl this

thase looking to expand or

luw (nmp\mm to tailor the
interior layout to their spe-
cific needs. Whether it's
high-tech manufacturing.
logistics, or office space,
the Rexibility is like having
a Swiss Army knife of real
estate.

* Infrastructure read-
iness: These buildings of-
ton come with eeeentind

this one.
you may be thinking,
“What is a shell building
and why is it important™

buildings?

Shell buildings, also
known as speculative build-
ings, are pre-constructed
structures designed to at-
tract businesses and indus-
tries. These buildings are
like blank canvuses wuiting
for customization. Here's
why they matter:

2 economice im-
pact: fueling growth
and job creation

*+ Job creation and re-

y Pro)-
octs might never pt off the
ground,

+ Speed to market: Ex-
isting buildings in decent
locations eave the mar-
ket quickly. A modern shell
building becomes an asset
that attracts potential cli
ents. It's like having a “For
Salo” sign with a neon ar-
row pointing directly at op-
portunity.

3. Why are shell build-
ings so important?

« Attracting invest-
ment: Imagine a city with
u portfolio of shell build-
ings—ready, waiting, and
v-hnpmnu, “Come invest

here!” These buildings at-
tract businesses, especially

[ JaEEN

Local, From Page Al

Tuesday, November

14, 2023

by Meghan Parsons
PROJECT COORDINATOR
JCDA

Since my last article, we
at the JCDA have been very
busy.

As we near the end of the
year, I've been reflecting
on some of the significant
things we've accomplished

2023 has  certainly
brought some major invest-
ment announcements for
Jackson County. Our Next

Energy (ONE) is expected
to use a 40,000-square-foot
industrial building already
located at the Berkshire Hu-

THE BUSINESS OF JACKSON COUNTY

12,2024

(think util-
ities, parking, and access
roads) already in place. It's
like having a cake with the
rmnmg pro-spread—just
inkles!

ustrial parks, those
bm(hm. hives of economic
activity, play & significant
role in shaping local econ
amies, Let's dive into their
impact and why they’re
like the secret sauce of
community development

1. Job creation and
rotention:

* Industrial parks cre-
ate jobs—lots of them!
When a shiny new indus-
trial park sets up shop, i
like a job factory. Manufac-
turers, logistics companies,

and tech startups move in,
and suddenly, the unem-
r!uvmrm rate starts doing
b

* Plus, existing business-
s within the park tend to
stick around

2. Tax base boost:

* Picture this: A thriv-
ing industrial park gen-
erates tax revenue like a
well-oiled machine. Prop-

erty taxes, business licens-

By Maghan Pasens
Oute: Octoder 17, 202

trial parks. Why? Bocause
they re like well-prepped
dinner tables: everything'’s
#et for business succoss. In-
frastructure? Check. Ac-
cess to utilities? Chock.
Zoning? Check.

* Domestic and foreign
investors flock to these
parks, bringing mpllnl
technology, a
It's like a global whxk of
progress

Jackson County
Development Authority
PRESS RELEASE

THE BUSINESS OF JACKSON COUNTY

My goodness, folks, 2024 ix
already flying by The Jackson
County Development Authority
has stayed busy.

1 want to congratulate the
City of Ravenswood and the
Ravenswood Development Au-
thority on being chosen as a
West Virginia On TRAC Com-
munities group. This will al-

1o utilize support an:
on the Main Street

1 would also like to

m for having me on
nittoe
congratulations goes
City of Riploy and its
f Ripley Police facili-
at 375 8. Church St

re Renowables, Pre-

t Parts, TIMET and
 doveloped a wobsite
sy www jacksoncoun-

! to offer progect in-

and timelines.
out and check it of-

BULD WY ACT (WY Code $38-2L) 108 wit Fwarsed thes Sasgnuticn tha weet. The BURLD WY ACT

Srevides tas incentves

Moghan
Parsons

Acsociated Directer
o JCDA

ten for updatos.

Employment opportunities
are also available on this page.

has its manufacturing

1.~qu|pmfm on order. has con.
tinued working on sheet pil-
ing. and s moving right along.
Drive out to Millwood and give
ita loo

The Jackson County Com-
mission recently partnered
with Mason, Cabell and Put-
nam counties to form REACT
Regional Economic Alliance of
Counties Together. Together
with their pariners, inchuding

the JCDA, they will focus on is-

suex to improve the counties.

Mark Whitley, the Jackson
County Development Autharity
executive directar, has traveled
ta Jupan to attend trade shows
and market our county to the
mutomotive industry. He will be
meeling with many companies
while there.

The housing analysis that the
JCDA participated in with Ad-
vantage Valley has been final-
ized. So much information will
be valuablo to our mission and

You can view thoss rv-

ProContracting. We aro excited
1o work with them.

1 huve boen working with
Wost Vinginia Univorsity-Park-
ersburg to learn ubout the ex-
citing changos and things com-
ing to the Jisckson County
campus to aid workforce devel-
opment. Check out their pro-
wrams and discover what they
offer.

We will be hosting another
Certified Jackson County Am-
bassadors training in the next
month or so, and we will also be

ports at https:
com/2023-housing-study, and
they can ba seen as o whole or
county-spocific
Wo have welcomed a new

tenant hero at our Pairplain
affices,  remote office for

Mid-Ohio Valley Region-
al Council, and a temporary
tenant at the Jackson County
Maritime and Industrial Park.

looking for an that
For evonts in the

follow Jackson County

Events & Activities on Faco-

book, If you have an event you

would like ux to share, you ca

send s & message on the page.
As always, remember to sup-

part local and shop small; Jack-

zon County has 5o much to of-

for.

Wood ang

Wass Vegela
Fonam.

Sovushs i o et P ek o i e dlr o o e
dy o0

Good News, Gourt, From Page A

Couwdimator
JCE!

lar in Jackson County is
sot to manufacture titani-
um products for aerospace
and other industries. Berk-
shire Hathaway also donat-
cd $500,000 to the United
Alliance of the M-

for various eco-

nomic development projects
in Jackson County and the

thaway Energy §
site in Ravenswood. The
company will build a lith
ium iron phosphate utili-
ty-scale battery system that
can serve as long-duration
energy storage in partner-
Ahnp with BHE Renewables,

ONE expocts the manufac-
turing facility to be opera-
tional in 2025, with hiring
to start in 2024

ONE announced it will
build a new Aries Grid fac-
tory on the site. The facto-
ry will bring an additional
$22 million in investment
to the project and generate
105 more jobs. A $500 mil-
lion investment and over

area,
llw Mission Mobile Project
in partnership with Good-
will Industries.

Jackson County complet-
«d many infrastructure up-
grades and is continuing to
do 0. Those upgrades in-
clude electrical, water, sew-
er, sirport terminal and
runway expansions, and
broadband.  (We covered
broadband in my last arti-
cle). The Jackson County
Airport located in Millwood
completed its terminal and
hosted a ribbon cutting for
its $1 million project. The
JCAA is currently awaiting
approval million

an Lo ane

which allows larger jets to
land. The airport also be-
gan offering jet fuel on site,

he JCDA hosted a work-
force development roundta-
ble with folks from all dif-
ferent  organizations and
industries to discuss work-
force issues and available
tech: | assistance. We
attended trade shows and
conferences (15 to be ex-
act) domestically and inter-
nationally, maintained our
land database. and helped
facilitate small businesses
in over 2.2 million dollars
in small business loans. We
are currently working on
the hssine &

e i bha

County Commission and
many more.

I was awarded five dif-
ferent scholarships from
the West Virginia Econom-
ic Development Council and
American Electne  Power
which all went towards my
continued  education.  We
handed out over $45,000 in
Energy Efficiency Grants
in partnership with the WV
Office of Energy while we
were also awarded sever-
al grants for marketing, a

Of their 120-plus acres, 90
are stone and 35 are a mar-
itime center. Valley keeps
over 100,000 tons of stone
in stock and employs 20
folks, all local. Valley offers
other services from met-
al exchange, material han-
dling, warchousing, open-
air storage, cranes, boats,
and more.

Jackson County’s own
Mustang Sampling offers
a  state-of-the-art mobile
training lab that travels all
over the United States of-

housing analysis, and our
local develop
efforts,

I visited and met with over

AN rsinnscns in tha ansvnbo

fering specialized training.
As an industry-leading pi-
oneer, Mustang bumphn:
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THE BUSINESS OF JACKSON COUN

1 hope you all enjoyed
your holsdays and are ready
1o kick off 2024!

ven with the holidays,
since my last article, wo
at the Jackson County De-
velopment Authority have
boen o little busy. We
receive s draftofour hous
m:- Since this was
i county initiative,
Dot akio connty epecific. we
had over 600 pages to look
aver. Advantage Valley will
b.- hosting & public mest-
Hol
o Gt Club i Irricane
10 discuss the findings

The Ravenswood Plan.
ning Commission will hold
a public meeting to discass
its compirebs

of Parks and Recroation
wus awarded & $23.000

" cil is hosting its L
| Canference. 1 was & recipi-

System. This trail system
would be located behind
the Ravenswood pool.

1 have started to work
on my business retention
and expansion schedule for

o 2024 and have developed

my beginning-of-the-yoar
major  employer
to distribute. The surveys
allow us to have an early

. warning system for any is-
. soctor. Did you know that

Ravenswood
can
viewed at the municipal
building
More good news came to
Ravenuwood. The Board

unfold, I will
do site visits. | would also
like to frequently check in

PLE)

urveys

on our locally owned and
semall businesses. As & new
meenber of the Ripley Main
Street board, | will also be
helping them with busi-
ness visits an wel

The Jackson County De-
velopment Authority stafl
will busy  attending
tradeshows and  confer-
ences this menth

Tho West Virginia Eco-
nomic Development Coun.

lat

F‘nvmm-:

One of the mest comne
parts they offer the sut
mative industry is the
springs which are used f

airbag deployment
1 recently attended t1
Hrownfields Workahop fi
l -mnnumu Education ar
he AEP Toxas Energizis

Developmer

Course. Part of many |
the conferences we atter
offer us chances to not on

THE BUSINESS OF JACKSON COUN

Graduation is quick-
ly approaching for the se-
niors in Jackson Coun-
ty. When I was in high
school, the push was al-
ways for graduates to at-
tend college. The trend
now is trades and techni-
cal colleges.

I often sit in meet-
ings and hear employ-
ers discuss their need for
a skilled workforce. If
you have tried to find an
electrician or a plumb-
er in the area, there are
few, and the need is ob-
vious. Jackson County
is so blessed to have the
Roane-Jackson Techni-
cal Center, which offers
classes to high school stu-
dents as well as adult
education courses. The

Meghan
Parsons

Associated Director
of JCDA

West Virginia Universi-
ty-Parkersburg, Ripley
(WVUP) campus also pro-
vides opportunities.

The WV Invests grant
is a state-funded program
that pays toward the total
cost of basic tuition, man-
datory fees, and academic
program fees for specific
certificates and associ-
ate degree programs in
high-demand fields, such
as technology or health-
care. Information on the

ent of a Continuing Educa-
tion Scholarship with thens
and will accept my certifi-
cate while there. Stafl will
sl attend the Automo-
tive World Supply Show in
Japan. Thers wil be over
1,630 exhibitars, 85,000
registernd visitors and 170

ers at this tradeshowe
Vest Virginia has several
manafacturers that pro- ning
vide for the automotive

domestic

Jackson County's own K S,
of West Virginia is part of
that sector” KS. specializ-
o in manufacturing preci-
sion metal stamped parts

NIO R NE

acquire new
alse refresh what we know,
A few of our annual grants
require us to attend & cer.
tain sumber of foreign and
tradeshows but
also have a certain number
of continuing education.
This month | also plan to
host my employer's inte

est roundtable for m- Mid-
Ohio Valley FAM
we hope to get up and run-

1 have become more ag-

many great opportunities
coming our way. As part of

1E: Chapter

book page and secing all
the planes that come in and
out that are posted. Begin-
ningat the ond of February,
Joo Rivers will oer pllt

For_information,
\uu mn u]l Jukmni mm

re by 3811
Punaily. The Alpine The

ater has been showing new
movies and has had a lot of
suceess with this, | think
the nestest thing s yo can
et six movie passes t
gl onrpdicey
for only $25

Take time to support our
local community. You won't
regret it

WYV Invests can be found
at: https://www.college-
forwv.com/programs/in-
vest-grant/how-it-works/

The awesome thing
about WVU-P is that they
offer many different pro-
grams, including chemi-
cal and polymer operator,
industrial maintenance,
and welding. A popular
program right now is the
Advanced Manufactur-
ing degree. WVU-P has a
learn-and-earn opportu-
nity that allows students
to gain work experience
while completing their
degree program through
state-funded grants.
There are so many schol-
arship opportunities right
now.

Due to FAFSA delays,

| -

JACKSON COUNTY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

the Community Founda
tion of Jackson County
has extended its scholar
ship application dead-
line until April 1. To ap-
ply, go to https://jccfinc.
org/. The Parkersburg
Area Community Foun-
dation is offering differ-
ent opportunities as wel
at https://pacfwv.com/ini
tiatives/scholarships/ap-
ply-for-a-scholarship.
Another prospect is the
Promise Scholarship, a
merit-based financial aic
program for West Virgin
ia high school graduates
planning to attend one ¢
the state’s public or in-
dependent two- or four-
year institutions. Take
the time to help your se-
niors fill out their FAFS

THE BUSINESS OF
JACKSON COUNTY

ture workshops, seminars,
and panel discussions. At-
tendees gain insights into
market trends, best practic-
es, and emerging technolo-

Trade shows, exhibitions,
and expos play  pivotal role
in driving economsc growth
and fastering prasperity.
Theso events bring togeth-
o7 busincases, industries,
and consumers, creating a
h

o
5. Sustainability and
nsible Practices

ty Development :\ulhnm\
makes a great effort to at-
tend several domestic and
international trade shows
annually,

Let's explore why trade
shaws matter and how they
contribute to economic de-
velopeent

1. Boosting Local Econ-

oml
Trade shows directly im-
pact local econoemies by at.
tracting attendees from vari-
ous regsans. Here's how they
contribute:

Visitor Spending:
During the event, attend-
o8 spend money on accom-
medation, dining, transpor-
tation, and entertainment
This infhux of spending ben-
efits local businesses, hotels,
restaurants, and service pro-
viders.

Job Creation: Host-
ing trade shows requires a
workforce, from event orga-
nizers to security personnel,
caterers, and booth build-
ers. These jobs provide em-
ployment opportunities and
stimulate economsc activity.

Infrastructure Devel-
opment: To accommodate
large-scale events, cities in-
vest in infrastructure im-
provements such as conven-
tion centers, transportation
networks, and hospitality fa
cilities. These investments
enhance the overal] quality
of life for residents.

2. Enhancing Market
Visibility

Trade shows offer busi-
nesses a unique opportunity
to showcase their products
and services. Here's how vis-
ibility impacts economsc de-
velopenent

Brand ition:
Exhibiting at trade shows in

creases brand visibility. Com-

panies can introduce new
peoducts, demonstrate inno-
vations, and engage directly

with potential customers.

Market Penetration:
Businesses can expand their
market reach by reaching
a diverse audience. Trade
shows attract industry pro-
fesssonals, buyers, investors,
and decision-makes
ing valuable networ
portunities.

3. Facilitating Lucra-
tive Partnerships

Trade shows foster collab-
oration and partnerships:

B2B Networking: Com.
panies can connect with
supphers, distributors, and
strategic partners. These re-
lationabips lead to joint ven-
tures, distribution agree-
ments, and supply chain
optimization.

Investor Engagement:
Entreprencurs secking fund.
ing can pitch their ideas to
venture capitalists, angel in-
vestors, and private equity
firme. Trade shows provide &
platform for securing invest-
ment and scaling businesses.

4. Intellectual Property
and Innovation

Trade shows encourage
innovation and knowledge

aring

Product Launches:
Businesses unveil new prod
uets, technologies, and solu
tions. These innovations
drive industry progress and
competitiveness

Educational Semi-
nars: Trade shows often fea-

ing op-

Modern trade shaws em-
phasize sustainability

- Green Practices: Event
organizers focus on reducing
waste, energy consumption,
and environmental impact
Sustainable practices align
with global efforts to address
climate change

+ Social Responsibility:

Trade shows promote eth-

panies that prioritize social
responsibility gain a compet-
ftive edie

6.

extend beyond the event it-

welf:

Follow-Up Business:
Connections made during
trade shows lead to post-
event basiness transactions
Contracts are signed, orders
are placed, and partnerships
are solidified

* Tourism Revenue: At-
tendees explore the host city,
contributing to local tourism
revenue. Hotels, restaurants,
and attractions benefit from
increased or traffic.

In conclusion, trade shows

# mere marketing

events: they are driving fore-
s behind economic growth
Their contributions to local
and national economies, job
creation, industry innova-
thon, and international trade
make them integral to the
modern business landscape.

Zenpore ot Slimotivgy Tinbemfemee- o Suin Troe 'z

Andy Byler, Owner
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Jackson County, West Virginia, is home to several thriving industries that contribute to its economic vitality. Let’s explore some of these key sectors:

* Aerospace:

Jackson County has become a welcoming state for aerospace companies. From parts manufacturers to quality aircraft maintenance providers, this industry finds
fertile ground here. Notably, the groundbreaking project involving BHE Renewables and Precision Castparts Corp. (PCC) aims to build a global aerospace
manufacturing hub powered by renewable energy microgrids. This initiative positions Jackson County as a leader in sustainable aerospace manufacturing12.

* Building Products:

With its vast expanse of forest and advanced training programs for wood manufacturing technologies, Jackson County provides an ideal environment for building
product companies. Whether it's lumber, furniture, or other wood-based products, the county’s resources and skilled workforce support this industry.

¢ Automotive Components:

Jackson County hosts a strong profile of automotive component manufacturers. These companies benefit from the ready availability of a skilled workforce. As the
automotive industry evolves, Jackson County remains a strategic location for related businesses.

* Chemical and Polymer:

Chemical and polymer companies thrive in West Virginia due to existing chemical industrial parks, abundant natural gas supplies, and shared services
advantages. The state’s supportive business climate attracts investment in this sector.

* Energy Production:

West Virginia’s robust energy profile draws site selectors from around the world. The state offers cost savings and profit opportunities for energy production
companies. Whether it’s traditional energy sources or renewables, Jackson County plays a role in this dynamic industry.

* Entrepreneurship and Small Business:

Entrepreneurs and small business owners are the backbone of West Virginia’s growing economy. Their innovative ventures contribute to job creation, community
development, and economic diversification.

* Information Technology (IT):

t Virginia has become a hub for IT services. Many companies, including federal agencies, have found the state to be an excellent location for research, data
>rmation technology services. o

sinesses—such as loggers, sawmills, furniture manufacturers, and veneer plants—thrive in Jackson County. The r

h
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Jackson County
Development Authority

hy are trades and
skilled labor important?

Economic Impact
Filling the Skills Gap
Job Stability
Daily Impact
Skilled trades are essential for our

commumtles economy, and overall

well-being. Y%owde job
opportun nes stability, and tangible

benefits that impact us all. %’




Supporting
Small Businesses

without spending any money
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@) RIPLEY, WV 25271

The Development Authority provides technical assistance, business
expertise and works to provide financing to entrepreneurs and business
start-ups. Whatever your needs are, we can support you and
demonstrate the many facets that make Jackson County a great place to
live and grow your business. If you would like additional information on
the Jackson County area, contact our economic development
department and we will be delighted to provide you with specific
location information. Contact us at 304.372.1151 or by email at
meghan.parsons@jcda.org




