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Mission Statement:

• The Jackson County Development Authority 
facilitates the growth and development of business, 
private investment, and jobs in order to improve 
the standard of living for all county residents.



A word from Mark & Meghan

This last year has been exciting, fast paced, and eventful. Tons of positive 
news. Growth. Successful recruitments. Stronger Marketing efforts. We 
couldn’t be prouder of what we have accomplished nor more excited about 
the future. We have great partnerships, seamless relationships, and a great 
team. Our assets are strong. We believe the JCDA to be a strong, viable force 
in economic development in the region for many years to come. 

As we grow and inevitably change. Our goal is to steer that change in a 
manner that advances our core mission, to attract new investments and foster 
the creation of new jobs and real careers for our community who wish to live 
and work in West Virginia. 

Bring on 2024!

-Mark & Meghan 



2023 Major Investment 
Announcements 

• Our Next Energy is expected to use a 40,000 square foot industrial building that’s already 
located at the Berkshire Hathaway Energy Renewables site in Ravenswood. The company 
will build a lithium iron phosphate utility-scale battery system that can serve as 
long-duration energy storage in partnership with BHE Renewables. ONE expects the 
manufacturing facility to be operational in 2025, with hiring to start in 2024. ONE 
announced it will build a new Aries Grid factory on the site. The factory will bring an 
additional $22 million in investment to the project and generate 105 more jobs

• A $500 million investment by TIMET & more than 2,000 acres for BHE Solar in Jackson 
County, W.Va., to manufacture titanium products for the aerospace and other industries.

• Berkshire Hathaway donated $500,000 to the United Way Alliance of the Mid-Ohio Valley 
for various economic development projects in Jackson County and the surrounding area.

•

https://wchstv.com/news/local/live-coverage-planned-tuesday-of-west-virginia-economic-development-announcement


Infrastructure 
Projects:

• Cottageville PSD water/sewer upgrades

• City of Ravenswood water/sewer upgrades

• Rail Spur Repairs

• WV American Water

• Waterwells/Sewer Interim for BHE & 
TIMET

• Constellium water & sewer needs

• Jackson County Airport Runway Expansion

• AEP Upgrades

• Broadband Upgrades, construction & 
groundbreaking

• Finalized the industrial access road in 
Millwood

• 3-Phase power project with Valtronics & 
1st Energy

• $7 million in water/sewer upgrades in 
Jackson County

• Countless paving projects & bridge repairs



Broadband Project
• $23 million dollar/9 county investment

• Dark Fiber Opportunities

• Frontier received $5,710,010 in Major Broadband Project Strategies funds 
for expansion of broadband connectivity to 1,967 targeted addresses in 
the greater Ripley area, including locations in the communities of Kenna, 
Given, Gandeeville, Gay, Evans, and Kentuck. The project will 
approximately 249 miles of fiber.

• Frontier also received $7,672,782 in MBPS funds for the expansion of 
broadband connectivity to 4,165 targeted addresses in the greater 
Ravenswood area of Jackson County. This project will serve locations in the 
communities of Ravenswood, Cottageville, Sandyville, Evans, Ripley, 
Millwood, Mount Alto, Peewee, Somerville Fork, Le Roy, Amigo, Elizabeth, 
and Lindale. The project will include the installation of approximately 381 
miles of fiber infrastructure to provide broadband service in the project 
area. Over 6,000 addresses will be served with these funds.



BUILD WV 
Designation

•The Jackson County Development Authority (JCDA) 
applied as a BUILD WV certified county under the 
BUILD WV ACT (WV Code (§5B-2L) and was awarded 
their designation this week. 

•The BUILD WV ACT provides tax incentives to 
encourage the development of residential housing in 
designated areas of West Virginia. The designation 
covers a 20-mile radius with Cottageville being the 
center. Wood and Putnam Counties were also 
awarded, the state has worked to make sure 
designations are not repetitive. 

•Created during the 2022 Legislative Session, the 
BUILD WV Act aims to assist West Virginia’s growing 
communities in attracting much-needed housing 
development projects. The credit offers a State Sales 
and Use Tax exemption for building materials and a 
10-year property value adjustment refundable tax 
credit to offset building costs. 

•The BUILD WV act provides sales tax exemptions, 
property value adjustment credits, and potential B&O 
Tax Exemption. A proposed BUILD WV project would 
apply and be approved through the state prior to the 
project’s completion to qualify for the incentives. To be 
eligible for the BUILD WV projects would need to be in 
a certified district, generate approved costs more than 
$3,000,000 or at least six residential units or houses. 

 

•The BUILD WV districts are certified by the 
Secretaries of Commerce, Economic Development, and 
Tourism. Approved BUILD WV projects may be located 
within any certified BUILD WV district.  



Housing 
Projects:

• Housing Analysis

• AEP Grant to help offset housing analysis costs

• Identified developable housing sites in Jackson County

• Meeting with developers, contractors, and financers

• Assisting the Ravenswood Planning Committee

• Exploring local bonds

• Met with WV Housing Development Fund to discuss financing programs

• Jackson County was designated a BUILD WV  which covers a 20-mile radius

• The BUILD WV act provides sales tax exemptions, property value 
adjustment credits, and potential B&O Tax Exemption. A proposed BUILD 
WV project would apply and be approved through the state prior to the 
project’s completion to qualify for the incentives. To be eligible for the 
BUILD WV projects would need to be in a certified district, generate 
approved costs more than $3,000,000 or at least six residential units or 
houses. 



The housing survey was a success, and we appreciate 
everyone who took the time to provide feedback.

The Jackson County Development 
Authority has worked with community 
leaders to identify available sites for 
housing development and exploring 
options to develop those sites.



JCDA facilitated $4.2 million dollars 
in small business loans  

14 total loans



Marketing Projects:

• New logo 

• New Marketing materials

• Quality of life rack cards & retractable banners

• Ambassador program Partnerships with Main Street Ripley, 
ONTRAC Ravenswood, Ravenswood Development Authority, 
Ripley CVB, Jackson County Community Foundation, and 
Jackson County Chamber of Commerce

• New Jackson County data flyers

• Website Updates and promotion of website & social media

• Work with Advantage Valley, WVEDA, WVEDC, WVDOC and 
more

• Attended conferences, trade shows, supply chain expos, and 
most recently the Nucor See and Seek.



NEW MARKETING MATERIALS:



NEW MARKETING MATERIALS:



PROMOTING TOURISM- Jackson County

The Tourism Works program plays a vital role in West Virginia’s economy by educating the state’s workforce in tourism-related 
fields, preparing for the substantial increase in job openings projected for the industry, and connecting students with viable career 
opportunities. This program is funded by a $5.1 million grant awarded to the West Virginia Department of Tourism by the U.S. 
Economic Development Administration. The funding will focus on three primary goals: Train Your Team, Educate Our Communities, 
and Shape Our Future.

The tourism industry is known for its opportunities for rapid professional advancement – from entry-level jobs to highly skilled 
management-level roles. Jobs in tourism require superb customer service and problem-solving skills, also making the industry a 
strategic jumping off point for professionals looking to gain access to related fields. The U.S. Travel Association reports that nearly a 
quarter of Americans’ first jobs were in travel, and the average annual salary of an American who got their start in the travel 
industry is $82,000.



Jackson County Certified Ambassador 
Program



Jackson County Certified Ambassador 
Program
Recently the JCDA developed a program called the “Jackson County Certified Ambassador Program” to 
share with folks in hospitality positions or those who work with public on all the great things that Jackson 
County offers. Imagine you are visiting from out of town or have recently moved to the area. You ask your 
hostess at dinner what is there to do in the area. The JCDA Certified Ambassador program would share 
with the frontline folks who in turn will be able to point folks in the direction of events, attractions, 
eateries, shopping and more. 

Things the ambassadors learn:

❖  Activities, Events, Attractions

❖  Government-City & County

❖  Conference hotels, centers & meeting places

❖  Local Mom & Pop shops and Downtown

❖  Schools and Higher Education

❖  Medical Facilities & Clinics

❖  Lodging & Hotels

❖  Real Estate and Investment Firms

❖  Community & Workforce Development

❖  Places to dine

❖  Tourism Promoters (Chambers, CVB, and EDA’s)





The Jackson County Development 
Authority Certified Ambassador program 
rollout was a huge success! We plan to 
host additional training sessions in the 
Spring.

JACKSON COUNTY CERTIFIED AMBASSADOR PROGRAM



Economic Gardening-
The JCDA has worked with Advantage Valley and the National Center for Economic Gardening work 
with Jackson County businesses who qualify to participate in their economic gardening program. We 
had over 12 participants.



Economic Gardening



FASTER WV
Small Business Development



FASTER WV Program
Small Business Development



Supply Chain Expos-
In partnership with Advantage Valley
Since 2019 the JCDA has participated in 10 expos



Site Inventory
Ongoing:

Promote a local and regional contact database of 
developers and builders.

Meet with contacts to discuss development opportunities 
and how JCDA can facilitate their possible investments.

Promote site inventory on the JCDA website and WV 
website using the LOIS System. The LOIS Map Viewer 
showcases  buildings, sites and areas to potential buyers.



Site Inventory 
goals reached: 

Quantified demand for 
housing and other 
commercial activity to 
attract investment interest. 

Met with contacts to 
discuss commercial 
development opportunities 
and how JCDA can 
facilitate their possible 
investment. 

Jackson Crossings: Facilitated with their 
Phase 1 



Site Inventory

• Explored the construction of a 
spec. building in the Jackson 
County Maritime & Industrial 
Center.



Grants & Scholarships
Grants:

• The Jackson County Community 
Foundation awarded the JCDA $3,950 
for marketing.

• Appalachian Power awarded the JCDA 
$20,000 for the housing analysis with 
Advantage Valley

• The West Virginia Department of 
Commerce awarded the JCDA $31,800 
for local economic Development 

• The West Virginia Department of 
Energy awarded the JCDA with $43,000 
that we dispersed for Energy Efficiency 
Grants. 

Scholarships:
• In January 2023 Meghan was awarded 

a scholarship from the West Virginia 
Economic Development Council, have 
pending scholarships for 2024

• In September 2023 Meghan was 
awarded two additional scholarships 
from the West Virginia Economic 
Development Council

• Grant awarded to pay for CANVA 
program to use for marketing and 
presentations.

• In October 2023 was Meghan awarded 
her certificate in AEP’s Energizing 
Economic Development



CAUGHT DOING 
GOOD-Grant 2023
What a great surprise to be given the 
"Caught Doing Good" grant from the 
Ravenswood Fund with the Parkersburg 
Area Community Foundation! A great deal of 
our Economic Development efforts go on 
behind the scenes. We truly appreciate the 
recognition of our efforts and work. We look 
forward to putting this grant to work in our 
local communities. 

The PACF grants open back up in January 
2024! For more information on their 
programs and application process, please 
visit their website at:

https://pacfwv.com/

https://www.facebook.com/PACFwv?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFmgW51bo3CAcm-RtvwF_4io-XF5_p7umixv8s3iRI_p0ouYMfYpL_TswY3HJEees_dHhc-qTMjgjeFz3raYzQ6drszaiEiEF_m46BTHpl9ql67IQEpPyxXuCSqmAuVJb7MOurA3beXZpvfLaGH43ZIiWiX7jGnTTKX2q2olMeD4colTVOktp5AXl_joqeusY&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/PACFwv?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFmgW51bo3CAcm-RtvwF_4io-XF5_p7umixv8s3iRI_p0ouYMfYpL_TswY3HJEees_dHhc-qTMjgjeFz3raYzQ6drszaiEiEF_m46BTHpl9ql67IQEpPyxXuCSqmAuVJb7MOurA3beXZpvfLaGH43ZIiWiX7jGnTTKX2q2olMeD4colTVOktp5AXl_joqeusY&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fpacfwv.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR39tWJPJRmeXBgtadN0F0VJtLHS-WZpbrR7097NgTno9YJLXZqMu0heEO8&h=AT3TUP2mT7IygsREnAy845K3Z75mNqFk9psRaim7O5ejBON8eRWN1odMQWC19B7jej6NarU5TtYV7qoxHmSy8DmeG9FSO3mXf04hgRZXuONaxZjVrgeXT8xY1Bxt1JbLnA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0e8-m88n4YQxjRHHuEfLKzNcQz91_WgiKfQYV7N1OHr3MTCC8IPUyGfifJ_0LP73KI2RPaVAp0RgB6yXvQIacvbcW-KE8bs_chfXt7fy7wot0XmAmEy0D0HLAPxJt2LWlrFw5Iu4oOCeh-8mUtabrenr9UvrqZCXUSfawnYbYjYiLa9AH4ECRs-WbYYGGaO05YQmdKuuNN


JCDA Donations

• $10,000 to the new addition of the 
WVU-JGH Hospital

• $2,500 to the Jackson County 
Community Foundation

• $2,000 to the Ripley Main Street 

• Brothers Keepers- $500.00

• Jackson County Hunting Heroes- 
$500.00

• $500 to the Buckskin Council

• $25 to Main Street 25th 
Anniversary Tee Shirt



Conferences, Trade-Shows, Summits:
October 2022-October 2023

• Attended the K-Show in Dusseldorf, Germany,  where over 3,000 companies from 59 
countries exhibited. Over 177,00 people from 167 companies attended. 75% of those 
visitors were involved in investment decisions for their companies. 47% were in top 
management positions. The Jackson County Development Authority attended with 
the Polymer Alliance Zone. West Virginia had a whole team present to recruit.

• Attended the Frankfurt Auto Show in Frankfurt, Germany

• Battery Technology Expo in Orlando, FL

• Las Vegas Shot Show

• SEDC Meet the Consultants

• SEDC Annual Conference

• West Virginia Broadband Summit

• WVEDC Legislative Updates Conference

• WVEDC Fall Conferences

• AEP Stakeholder Roll Out

• FASTER WV conference

• AV Expanding Markets 

• Polymer Alliance Zone Annual Meeting 

• Wood County Annual Joint Meeting

• 2023 Issues and Eggs 

• Countless meetings…….



Job Retention and Growth 

Ongoing:
Attend a minimum of 
2 domestic trade 
shows per year

Attend a minimum of 
2 international trade 
shows per year

Engage in a site 
consultant event



Other 2023 mentions:
• Discussions with Goodwill for additional stores

• Assisted the Rashid’s with a hotel/motel feasibility study

• Many projects with Advantage Valley & Polymer Alliance Zone

• Royal Street property was added back into private ownership

• Opened a larger CD with Wesbanco, renewed CDs with City National 
Bank at a higher interest rate.

• Jackson County Airport had their ribbon cutting for the $1 million 
terminal. JCAA is awaiting approval for a $45 million grant for their 
runway expansion and are looking at getting 2 new hangers. Jet fuel 
was also added to the facility.

• Hosted a workforce development roundtable

• Worked with many consultants and completed RFI’s.

• Assisted BHE with additional land acquisition

• Working with Niche Polymer on possible expansions

• Assisted K.S., STAR/SDR, and Appalachian Distillery in reaching new 
markets domestically & internationally. 

• Hosted folks from Turkey, Japan, Italy & Germany here in our offices.



Continued Efforts:

• Marketing Jackson County & available sites 
for industrial, commercial and residential 
development.

• Maintaining land database

• Website, social media & media updates

• Business Retention & Expansion Visits (40+ 
visits this year)

• Trade shows/Conferences

• Workforce Development 



Continued Goals: Promote a local and regional contact database of developers and buildersPromote

Meet with contacts to discuss development opportunities and how JCDA can facilitate 
their possible investments.Meet

Promote site inventory on the JCDA website and WV website using the LOIS System. 
The LOIS Map Viewer showcases  buildings, sites and areas to potential buyers.Promote

Continue our annual retention visits in partnership with WV Development Office and 
utility partnersContinue

Continue to provide ongoing support to existing companies needing assistance with 
issues identified. Continue

Encourage participation by the larger companies in the county and regionEncourage

Continue to work with Advantage Valley to help promote and to take advantage of 
their outreach programs and to utilize Advantage Valley’s Zoom Prospector Continue



Ongoing Goals and 
Completion FY 
2024-2025
• Maintain a modern professional website, 

including an aggressive social media and 
marketing program

• Work in conjunction with Putnam, Mason, 
Kanawha, Cabell Counties on a regional 
marketing campaign

• Attend a minimum of 2 domestic trade 
shows per year in conjunction with WV 
Department of Commerce

• Attend a minimum of 2 international 
trade shows per year in conjunction with 
WV Department of Commerce

• Participate in a Site Consultant events



Retention & Expansion 
Visits:

• Completed 40+ business retention 
and expansion visits in Jackson 
County

• Monthly follow-up emails to BRE 
folks

• Weekly meetings with BHE & TIMET



Small Business Development

Facilitated in 
employee 
recruitment

Facilitated in 
workforce 
development training

Several small 
businesses visited 

Several new start-ups

Identified 
opportunities

Developed new logos 
and marketing 
materials and website



Ravenswood 
Redevelopment 

Ongoing:

• Continuing to work to establish a new grocery store 

• Assisting with Ravenswood’s community planning & housing plans

• Marketing the former Cope’s Supermarket

• Working with a liaison between Ravenswood and JCDA

• Facilitate public improvements

• Facilitate marketing and business development within the community



Workforce Development goals reached:

Development of countywide roundtable of major 
employers and training providers. 

Identified gaps in soft and hard skills

Partnered with MOVRC, Roane-Jackson Technical 
Center, Industry &WVU-P & Ohio University

Identified representative to participate in one or 
more manufacturing, Health Care and technology 
meetings

Improved talent pool that meets employer 
workforce needs.

Roane Jackson Technical Center



•The JCDA is becoming the non-profit hub 
for the Mid-Ohio Valley FAME chapter. 
Our goal is to retain our existing 
employers by cultivating the next 
generation of workforce.



Jackson County
Mid-Ohio Valley FAME Program



•HOW DOES IT WORK?

•Study 2 days at WVU-P and work three days with  
sponsor employers.

•Paid experience + Associate’s Degree

•Project will kick off in 2025

Jackson County
Mid-Ohio Valley FAME Program



Jackson County
Mid-Ohio Valley FAME Program



2023 JCDA Building 
Improvements

• 167 Seneca Drive

❑ Installed new commercial doors in kitchen 
entry & Matheny side entry

❑ New metal roof

❑ New HVAC/Heat Pump system for one side 
of the building

❑ Deck repair from fire damage

❑ Pressure Washing

❑ Landscaping/Manicuring

❑ Fire suppression system inspection

❑ Elevator inspection



JACKSON COUNTY SEES GROWTH!!!

The WV Secretary of State's Office registered 1,033 new businesses 
statewide during the month of October according to Secretary of State Mac 
Warner.

The Secretary of State's Business Division reported that Calhoun, Mercer, 
Mason and Jackson Counties also experienced notable growth during the 
month.

Top five counties in new business growth:

1. Boone County- 1.84% growth

2. Calhoun County- 1.71% growth

3. Mercer County- 1.55% growth

4. Mason County- 1.55% growth

5. Jackson County- 1.54% growth



2023 In Photos



2023 in Photos



2023 in Photos



Jackson County Demographics:



Jackson County Demographics:



Jackson County Demographics:



Jackson County Demographics:



Jackson County Demographics:



BRING ON 2024!!!!




